Mrs P., during thefirst four months of pregnancy, suffered much from flooding, so much so as to render pregnancy doubtful; the osuteri being so fully open as to admit the finger within it. On the first of February, 1848, at half-past 9 p.m., labour set in, and three or four pains finished it. Mr S. arrived immediately afterwards andfound the mother in a faint. Putting his handson the abdomen,the uterusfelt as if there was a second child.?No pulse at the wrist; face pallid ; and, uttering a groan, the patient said she was dying. Mr S. gave her a large dose of whisky, and rubbed the uterus firmly ; a violent pain, which now came on, expelled a large mass enveloped in membrane, which, dragging the uterus with it, thus caused all but complete inversion. Upon examination, Mr S. found a portion of the placenta morbidly adhering to the posterior wall of the uterus. Having separated this portion with steady pressure, Mr S. returned the fundus. This was followed by uterine contractions, and he found it necessary to keep the hand in the uterus for some minutes.
The patient required, for three full hours, firm pressure over the uterus by the hand. Nothing but fatal sinking appeared to be her lot. Universal coldness came on, with gasping for breath every now The next case we were called to was on Thursday the 5th, the wife of a miner, and next day her husband was seized. Both of these persons I afterwards ascertained had been in company with the person first mentioned while affected with the disease. I ought to have mentioned that he had bowel complaint for two days before we saw him, and had been vomiting and purging in the pit amongst his neighbour workmen, and was assisted home by them in a very exhausted state. These three cases having all rallied from the state of collapse, the impression became general that it was not cholera at all, and no little hostility was displayed against the doctors for saying so. On Saturday I found, however, that bowel complaints were very general, but no application was made for medical advice, the people being determined to treat themselves. On Sunday evening, however, the calls for medicine became frequent, and soon after midnight, I had several requests to go to the iron-works. I could see that things were in a bad state, for grief, alarm, and despair were painted in every countenance. On going down I found that Dr Service had been there before me. Several died in a few hours after we saw them. As died of cholera?so did his sister-in-law?her husband (being his, the grave-digger's, brother) ; and two of her children had the disease in a mild form. Two of the grave-digger's sisters, both married women, also took it; the one recovered, and the other is at present apparently dying from the consecutive fever. The husband of the latter, and a son of the former, also took the disease, but in a milder form. All these persons live a considerable distance from each other, where there had been no cases of cholera previously, but all of them had had communication with the grave-digger, or with one another, while labouring under the complaint before they took it themselves. I could give many examples equally indicative of the contagious nature of the disease, and, on comparing notes with the other medical men here, I find that they have all been led to the same conclusion by similar examples. One other fact which I observed was, that persons who washed the clothes or bed-clothes of those who were affected were particularly liable to take the disease. Four cases of this kind occur to me at this moment, and all of these proved fatal. The Eglinton iron-works are situated on a dry and well-aired spot; the houses are large and well-aired, and all self-contained. Some of them, from the habits of the occupants, were kept in a very dirty state, but not more so than they were for months before the malady broke out, when there was no disease of any kind amongst them. The deaths were more numerous in the ill-kept dwellings which were in this state; but this, in my opinion, was sufficiently accounted for by personal, independent of local, circumstances.
In the town it has been equally prevalent and fatal, in the newest, the best aired, and isolated houses, as in the lowest hovels ; and in the neighbourhood of the worst nuisances, and in second and third stories, as ground-floors. That there must be something in the charge, is clear from the peremptory refusal of the medical returns ; and it is only a reasonable inference that the nation pays to a greater extent than it is desirable to make public, for the relief of these mendicants from the results of their own misconduct.? Med. Gaz.
